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lnvestlgatlve quætlon:

What is the effect

FIGURE 1 t -6 Doto toble os scoffoldìng

|.Answerthetnvestigatiuequestion.Talkaboutansweringthequestionbycomparingboth
the manipula*a *J r"ionding variable. For example, "Larger wheels make the go-cart

travel farther than the smaller wheels do'"

T,Providr'euidencetosuÞÞortJoll.russ.rJ)erorcl,aim.Askstudentstousetheirdatatableto
srructure their wriffi iih, doroshow that with 7'5 cm wheels' the go'cart travels a

mean distance of onþ 140 cm, butwithl1.5 cm wheels, the go'cart travels a mean dis'

tance of 283 cm." (The handout abbreviates the second part of the sentence so students

have to thirrk u¡o,rr how to wrire it.) Ideally, students.should say and write, "The 7'5

cmwheels make rhe go-carr ûavelameand¡røn rof only 140 cm ' ' '" But this language

andwritingaremofecomplicated.sometimesitisappropriateforelementarystudents
ro use a kind of shorthand language unril rhey are ready for more complex phrasing'

S,WriteaconchlÅíngstaæment'ThisstatementiSmoreofageneralizationthantheopen-
ing sentence in the conclusion. For instance' one sentence could be' "Therefore' I think

that the lu,g., th" *heels, the longer the distance the go-cart travels.,' Or..Therefore,

I think that as the wheel size increases' the go'cart travels farther'"

Notethatthefirstthreecomponentsofthebasicconclusionconsistofansweringthe
question(makingaclaim),thensupportingthatanswerwithevidence,andfinally,adding
a generalized ,r"r"r";;;;hut ,.qrrtr", a higher level of undersmnding and language skills'

\Øhen needed, ,rr" r."rrr, .o*pårr"n, of a basic conclusion refers back to the student's pre-

diction and explains *h"rh", o, ,,o, the data support the prediction' lf students had been

doingthisinvestigation,ratherthanjustreading,h.du,u,theywouldhavemadeapredic.
tion before they conducted the trials and could add this fourth component'

Afteryoufinishmodelingtheprocess'removethesharedwriting.Havestudentsfollow
their handout as they write their own conclusion'
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